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During this year 2024, we honour the 120th anniversary of the Phoenix Settlement, a landmark in history

that embodies Gandhi's vision for a just and humane society. To celebrate this milestone, we delve into

themes that remain as relevant today as they were a century ago: nonviolence, social cohesion,

environmental awareness, economic empowerment, and holistic well-being. Together, these pillars guide

us toward fostering a culture of compassion, resilience, and sustainable progress for all.

PHOENIX SETTLEMENT
120 YEAR CELEBRATION120 YEAR CELEBRATION
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We also wish to acknowledge the stirling work done by our dear friend
Dr Lemuel Berry and the National Association of African American
Studies for their support, belief in us and the determination with which
they worked to have Phoenix Settlement declared a World Heritage
Site. This remains a dream that Dr Berry cherished to see in his
lifetime but sadly he passed on before anything could happen.
Without their help, we would not have been able to accomplish what
we have thus far. 

We will certainly continue to accomplish work in the future towards
promoting Gandhian ideals developed at the Phoenix Settlement. All
the personal acknowledgments will be made in our audited statement
of 2024. But for now, we wish to acknowledge the tremendous
assistance given by the many donors, volunteers and well wishers
who gave valuable advice and helped in many ways so that we can
reach our goals. 

Thank you sincerely. 

In this 120th anniversary of the Phoenix Settlement, we thank our
various local donors, our faithful committed 150 Club members,
our foreign donors, in particular the Government of India and the
Government of USA, and the many foreign donors, local and
foreign volunteers, advisors, Trustees and management
members, because of whose assistance we have been able to
carry out this programme and will be able to continue next year.
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In celebration of the 120th anniversary of the Phoenix Settlement,
certain key themes were selected. These were nonviolence,
social cohesion, environmental awareness, economic
development and physical and mental stimulation towards
building a culture of a humane society.  

1. Upgrade of entrance to Phoenix Settlement
2. Signage to be placed at the entrance to Phoenix Settlement
3. Promote tourism 
4. Phoenix Settlement to serve as a catalyst for economic growth
5. Greening the environment 
6. Celebrating heritage and cultural diversity 
7. Creating a social space for the community to come together and enjoy 
8. Supporting education and training 
9. Facilitating sport and recreation
10. Site planning 

The development of the Settlement focused on renovating buildings,
enhancing landscape aesthetics, and improving information accessibility
in museums. This newsletter outlines the programs executed and the
action plan for 2025, aimed at addressing poverty, unemployment, and
inequality.

You are invited to join us in fulfilling these 10 action steps and in building
Phoenix Settlement into a place of service and learning. 

Mandela Day in July focused on developing a community programme for
infrastructure development. The aim is that by 2030 Phoenix Settlement
would have achieved World Heritage Status inspiring visitors to take real
action in creating a more peaceful and sustainable world. 
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In celebration of 120 years of Phoenix Settlement a series of events were planned
between September and the first week of October to look at issues facing us locally,
nationally and internationally.

A discussion group was
organised around a book
RIGHTING THE ECONOMY -
TOWARDS A PEOPLE'S
RECOVERY FROM
ECONOMIC AND
ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS. 

The discussion addressed immediate actions to
assist those in dire conditions, mid-term strategies for
fostering community self-reliance, and necessary
macroeconomic changes to combat inequality,
poverty, and dependency.

Gandhiji's idea of Sarvodaya and support and
encouragement of handicrafts and home industries
was discussed. Also, the idea put forth by the
Catholic Church of solidarity economy was discussed
and the need for a general shift in mind set from
opulence to simplicity, from accumulation to
sustainability, and promoting the concept of sharing
ideas and resources towards mutual development.
Cross cutting theme of the environmental degradation
because of the way in which pollution, water
resources and energy resources were being
consumed without consideration of future generations
needs to be further discussed and ways and means
found to curb the present trend. 

ECONOMIC FOCUS

This combination of environmental issues and
economic issues proved to be an effective means of
bringing role players from various sectors together
and addressing the burning question of how
communities can cope with the economic crisis that
they individually face. Interesting discussions were
held between academics, community members, faith
based organisations, civic organisations
horticulturalists and those working with homeless
people. 
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GANDHIJI'S BIRTHGANDHIJI'S BIRTH
ANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARY  
DAY OF NON VIOLENCE

October 2 is celebrated annually both as the date of birth of
Mahatma Gandhi and as the day proclaimed as
International Day of Nonviolence by the United Nations.
This year the celebration of Gandhi’s 155th birth
anniversary was celebrated together with the 120th
anniversary of the Phoenix Settlement. The focus was on
non-violence as an important method to register the
community’s concerns. 

The film Ahimsa produced by Video Vision was screened
at the Phoenix Settlement with the kind permission of the
directors of Video Vision. It depicted various views on the
importance of nonviolent action and how these were
utilised in the various struggles of the people around the
world. It had a profound impact on the audience and many
people requested for it to be screened in other communities
around the country. 

Present at the gathering was His Worship the Mayor of
Durban, Cllr Cyril Xaba, who gave a message of welcome
and felicitation on this occasion. The Consul-Generals of
the USA and India were also present as was the
Chairperson of the Diakonia Council of Churches and we
also had faith leaders from the Jewish, Muslim and Hindu
communities who blessed the event with their inter faith
prayers, entrenching Gandhiji's ideal of shared spirituality
and respect for diversity.    

Following on the above two events, Phoenix Settlement
hosted with great success a meeting to foster collaborative
relationships among sister organizations. 

Attending the meeting in person and online were
representatives of Gandhi Development Trust and Phoenix
Settlement Trust, Tolstoy Farm Committee, the
Pietermaritzburg Gandhi Foundation, the Mpumalanga
representative from Arts and Culture, the Volksrust Prison
team, the Dundee Group, the Ladysmith Group, the Dube
Museum and Ohlange Institute, the Luthuli Museum, the
Nelson Mandela Foundation, the Ahmed Kathrada
Foundation, and the MK Gandhi Memorial committee. 

These discussions were the beginning of fostering a
cooperative relationship with the various organisations and
identifying common goals.   

The organisations present were very happy to have
initiated such contact with each other. They agreed that this
would be an important forum for the exchange of ideas and
the sharing of knowledge and information. This would also
facilitate the possibility of joint projects and planning.   

COLLABORATING WITH SISTER
ORGANISATIONS

Meeting of Sister Organisations engaged
in preserving Gandhian Heritage

L-R: Ms. Maggie Govender, Ms. Ela Gandhi, His
Worship the Mayor of eThekwini, Cllr Cyril Xaba,,

Consul General of India Dr. Thelma Davids, Consul
General of USA Ms. Josie Ratcliffe

Observing 120 years of Phoenix Settlement 
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The book focuses on the various epochs in the history of the settlement starting with its inauguration by
Mahatma Gandhi and his wife Kasturba Gandhi in 1904. The entire history starting from the
establishment of the settlement and the changing circumstances after the departure of the Gandhis was
gleaned from 291 letters written over the decades by various significant role players on the Phoenix
Settlement, including Manilal, the second son of Mahatma Gandhi and his wife Sushila, both of whom
played a crucial role in the continuation of the Phoenix Settlement as well as Mewa Ramgobin and Ela
Gandhi.  The book also focuses on the key ideals of Gandhi in forming the settlement and the changes
over the decades.   The book identifies continuities such as the contribution to liberation through non-
violence, crises such as the financial situation of the newspaper Indian Opinion and moments of creativity
such as the founding of the Mahatma Gandhi Clinic in 1961; the work camps for youth in the 1970s and
the annual Gandhi Birthday Lectures. The concluding chapter focuses on the destruction and the later
revitalization of the settlement. The book can serve as an important handbook for future scholars and
activists.  

The book highlights Gandhi's key ideals in
establishing the settlement and its evolution
over the decades.

What a remarkable day at Phoenix Settlement! The launch of the book by
Uma Dhupelia-Mesthrie was accompanied by  a special exhibition on 120
years of the Phoenix Settlement based on the book and curated by Selvan
Naidoo of the 1860 Heritage Centre.    

The author is a great- grand- daughter of Mahatma Gandhi and Professor
of History.  The launch brought many people from various sectors,
business, academia, community workers and members of the community.
A panel comprising the author, Professors Saleem Badat, Isabel Hofmeyr
and Ruchi Chaturvedi discussed various aspects of the book. The
discussion was facilitated by Nirode Bramdaw. 

GANDHI’S LEGACY: PHOENIX SETTLEMENT
1904 TO 2024. A HISTORY THROUGH LETTERS

BOOK LAUNCH



INTERNATIONAL WEBINAR 

Dr Johnny Mack, of the World House organisation  spoke on
the importance of the powerful legacies of Dr Martin Luther
King Jr and Mahatma Gandhi in particular of building a culture
of nonviolence universally and to seek ways to promote this
worldwide. He advocated for nonviolent movements to work
together,  to foster unity and build up a formidable group that
can stop the conflicts and wars being waged around the world.  

Prof Vilas Sapkal spoke about the importance of education on
Gandhian thought to be imparted to every student in tertiary
education institutions.  

Dr Vedabhyas Kundu, spoke about the development of
effective pedagogy based on Gandhian thought. 

Dr Rajmohan Gandhi, spoke on personal experiences with
Gandhiji giving a human picture to this great personality. It was
received with great interest and appreciation and indicated the
human element, and accessibility in the promotion of these
important ideas.   

Hon Deputy Minister of Public Works of SA, Hon. Sihle
Zikalala spoke of the importance of Gandhian ideas and the
preservation of the monument at Phoenix as an important
destination for people from all over the world. 
 
Ravi Pillay presented an overview of Gandhiji's political
contribution to South Africa and its freedom struggle, through
the formation of the Natal Indian Congress in 1894 -130 years
ago and its contribution to the development of the liberation
struggle in South Africa ultimately unifying all national groups. 

Dr Denzil Chetty of the University of South Africa was the
moderator of the webinar.    

HOW CAN THE IDEAS DEVELOPED AT PHOENIX
SETTLEMENT CHANGE THE WORLD TODAY

WHAT DOES PHOENIX
SETTLEMENT MEAN TO ME

The afternoon after the book launch featured Ravi Pillay,
who presented the speech of the late Hon. Pravin
Gordhan, who would have been in attendance at Phoenix
had it not been for his passing. The speech was translated
into Zulu. Following this, several audience members
stepped up to share their experiences of the Phoenix
Settlement.

WHERE TO FROM HERE: 
BY DR JOHNNY MACK
Dr Mack presented a discussion on the book Where to
from here-Community or Chaos' By Martin Luther King Jr.  
He talked about the key issues of commitment to the
cause, use of nonviolent methods, unity among the people
and development of a fearless disciplined cadre who would
be prepared to accept the might of the ruthless system
without flinching or retaliating. He emphasised the need for
training. He further emphasised that the nonviolent method
was the most effective method. A programme of action was
then discussed in groups and  accepted by all.

The highlight of this session was the spontaneous effort
from the facilitator that saw these young people share their
ideas on Phoenix Settlement as a beacon of peace and
nonviolence. They presented their pictures and reports and
were the embodiment of the spirit of non-racialism and love
that is the essence of what the Phoenix Settlement
upholds.

Dr. Mack left us with this
message, so important for any
organisation or group working
on a program of action:  “Do
only that which must be done
and can be done and will not
be done unless you do it.’

Dr Johnny Mack
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ANNUAL MEDIA LECTURE 2024

CAREER DAY

The annual career day initiative empowers youth by providing
valuable resources for job prospects, including CV writing and
access to job websites. Held on September 3, the event
featured officials from the Department of Employment and
Labour, who offered insights on becoming economically active
citizens. The day was marked by engaging interactions and
informative discussions, benefiting many young attendees.

ABOUT ALF KARRIM 

The guest speaker, Alf Karrim, comes from Tongaat on the
North Coast of KZN. In the 1980s, he was a student and
political activist, serving as the President of the Student
Representative Council at the University of Durban-Westville
(now UKZN). Alf played a significant role in the 1980 student
boycott, which led to his arrest and imprisonment alongside
other students and political leaders, including George
Sewpersad, the President of the NIC.

Mr Karrim spoke on the topic "Everyone is a journalist". With
his vast experience, he addressed the very issues that youth
are grappling with especially the social media platforms. There
were many questions and comments made by the students. It
was a powerful engagement between an activist and present
day students. Indeed, students were quite impressed and
inspired by the input and the discussions. 

The lecture added a new perspective to the aspirations of
these young students.  

SUPPORTING EDUCATION AND TRAINING

ALF KARRIM: EVERYONE IS A JOURNALIST

5 SEPTEMBER - DURBAN UNIVERSITY OF
TECHNOLOGY

Following his university studies, he became the editor of
UKUSA Media Association, a community-oriented
newspaper. Alf actively participated in various political and
civic campaigns, such as the Release Mandela Campaign,
and managed media for the United Democratic Front (UDF) in
KZN. He also worked in rural communities, facilitating social
and economic development as a Senior Research Fellow at
the then University of Natal. After the 1994 elections, Alf took
a position at the South African Parliament, where he helped
transform the institution as Head of the Public Education
Department. He later transitioned to the private sector, serving
as CEO of Orbicom, a MultiChoice subsidiary focused on
satellite and terrestrial signal distribution. Eventually, he
established his own consultancy, providing business
turnaround and development services to multiple corporate
clients across the country.

In 2011, Alf joined SARS as a Programme Manager, leading a
project aimed at transforming and enhancing procurement
processes in the country while tackling issues of corruption.
Currently, he is a Director at Macrocomm Group, where he
oversees various strategic projects related to 4IR training, rail
infrastructure, automation systems, and smart city
applications.

Additionally, Alf is engaged in children's reading projects
through the Teena Karrim Foundation and participates in Men
Against Abuse, addressing the alarming violence against
women and children. An enthusiastic biker, Alf remains
hopeful that a true democracy can still be realized in the
country, despite the challenges posed by corruption and
inadequate public service.

FURTHERFURTHER
ACTIVITIESACTIVITIES  



COMPUTER CENTRE
It is  impressive to see such a strong commitment to computer literacy in
the community! Helping 6,000 people complete courses is a remarkable
achievement, and collaboration with organizations like Restory Foundation
further highlights the collective effort to empower the youth. This connection
between community organizations and educational programs is crucial in
ensuring that the next generation is equipped with essential technological
skills.

It was heartwarming! The visit from Sushila Gandhi's family to the
Siyathuthuka crèche to give gifts to children created a joyous atmosphere
and fostered a sense of community.

A VISIT FROM THE FAMILY OF SUSHILA GANDHI 

NUTRITION PLANNING MEETING

The news of the deaths of children after consuming poisonous food created
a sense of shock. Phoenix Settlement Trust immediately took steps to alert
the educators at the creche, and the primary and secondary schools on the
settlement as well as the clinic.  A meeting of key role players in the
community was called.  The Siyathuthuka creche took  immediate action by
calling a community meeting where parents were urged to give their
children home cooked food and avoid  packets of sweets and chips and
other such food. They were also cautioned to take care of the nutrition of
their children. 

The meeting on nutrition was successful and provided valuable direction for
helping families and children. It is inspiring to see Bhambayi organizations
tirelessly working to support the community’s well-being. A further meeting
is to be addressed by officials and professional people on nutrition and to
provide  information on what the government intends to do to ensure that
the small spaza shops in the area are regulated against the selling of
expired and unsafe foods. 

MAHATMA GANDHI’S LEGACY IN SOUTH AFRICA

Businesspeople, professionals and academics, from various countries
including France, Germany and USA,  who were delegates to a conference
organised by the Global Indian Organisation (GIO) visited the Phoenix
Settlement. They were visibly inspired by the exhibitions and the work done
by the Trust and pledged instinctively to support financially this valuable
work. 
 
The visit from the Deputy Minister of Sport, Art, and Culture to Phoenix
Settlement emphasizes the importance of the Inanda Heritage Route. This
highlights both governmental interest and the cultural significance of the
area.

The delegation from the Global Indian Organization



The 120 year-anniversary celebrations of Phoenix Settlement can be characterized as a year when
seeds, seedlings and saplings were planted – both literally and figuratively. Twelve orange trees were
planted to symbolize each decade since the establishment of Phoenix Settlement. Seedlings were
planted as companion plants to the burgeoning orange grove. A few weeks later a donation of vegetable
seedlings saw the space transformed into an orange grove with a vegetable patch. In a very tangible
way, this metaphor flows through the year’s celebrations. Indeed, we did spend time looking to the past,
celebrating it and learning from it. However, even as we delved into the 120 years gone by, seeds,
seedlings and saplings were being planted for their present and future.

The period saw certain themes expressed in unique voices. Dr Johnny Mack was central to these
celebrations and reminded us of the core values that are inherent in Gandhi’s and Martin Luther King’s
teachings. At its core is the dignity and worth of every human being and the freedom and liberty that
come with that dignity to realise the full potential inherent in each human being. He talked of the
importance of community and explained King’s idea of ‘the beloved community’ being a gathering of us all
even if we are strangers. At its heart is an inclusiveness that leaves no one behind. The seed that Dr.
Mack strew on the fertile ground was the idea that in building the beloved community and in mapping our
future pathways, we ought to ‘do only that which must be done and can be done and will not be done
unless we do it.’

These ideas tied in beautifully with earlier discussions on the book ‘Right the Economy’ that kicked off our
celebration by planting a seed towards building a nonviolent economy that works for all. Diane Elson, a
professor of economics at Essex University describes the book as one which ‘calls for the disruption of the
forces that produce economies that manifestly fail to fulfil human rights and the reassembly of economies
that will fulfill these rights.’

The book ‘Gandhi’s Legacy: Phoenix Settlement 1904 to 2024. A history through letters’ threw out a host of
seeds from ancient trees. It reminded us of Gandhi the tactician and strategic thinker whose activism was
driven by values and supported by viable tactics. For example, the tactic of the fast that was first
developed in the ‘nursery for young satyagrahis’ spread through his life and work and has been emulated
by generations that came after him at Phoenix Settlement and elsewhere in the world. Another message
that came through was that ‘there is no struggle without media.’ Gandhi’s use of the media during his time
and the use of media during the struggle against apartheid served as an inspiration to develop new and
innovative strategies to use media for the social, economic and political struggles of this age. 

The most sublime idea of this session grew out of the hardships endured during the 120 year history of
Phoenix Settlement pointing to what it means ‘to abide by a place’. It threw out the need for continued
endurance, to withstand without yielding or submitting as part of the Oxford definition of the concept ‘abide’.

CLOSINGCLOSING
STATEMENTSTATEMENT    



Gandhi 150 Club 
Unlock the Power of Peace: 

Donate and become a friend of the Phoenix Settlement Today!
www.phoenixsettlement.co.za/new/donations

We pay tribute to the people who have been its custodians over the years and who have in fact abided by
Phoenix Settlement. Successive generations of people entrusted with the care of Phoenix Settlement have
all embraced their calling with a clarity of purpose and resilience that enabled them to endure hardship,
opposition and resistance. A purpose that recognized that Phoenix Settlement is not only a historical site
and a physical space but is also a living, breathing reminder of the principles that guided Gandhiji - the
principles of non-violence, the pursuit of truth and the well-being of all.

In 1904, at the age of 35, Gandhiji, his wife Kasturba and their children put away the comforts of urban life
and instead chose to live a simple rural life at Phoenix Settlement. They returned to India 10 years later.
Since then, there have been many stewards, custodians and even guardians of Gandhian ideas who have
worked hard to enable future generations to benefit from this rich heritage. Gandhiji’s descendants and
their families are among these stewards. Most importantly, there have been others who have lived,
worked, volunteered, and in some or other way used their talents and skills, to get Phoenix Settlement to
this point. Today, Phoenix Settlement is a national heritage site, but it is also a place of service and of
learning.

As the 120 year anniversary celebration draws to a close, we ardently hope that a new generation of
people will emerge to nurture the seeds, seedlings and saplings, both metaphoric and literal, that were
sown and to abide by Phoenix Settlement as it moves into its next phase.

CLOSING STATEMENT CONTINUEDCLOSING STATEMENT CONTINUED



A CELEBRATIONA CELEBRATION
OF PHOENIXOF PHOENIX
SETTLEMENTSETTLEMENT

WHAT PHOENIX SETTLEMENT AND GANDHI’S TEACHINGS MEANS TO ME? 

Phoenix Settlement is one of my North Star's, as it’s
my foundation and guiding light to truth and peace in
my life's road map.

Phoenix settlement has created a diverse shift in
mindset of lifestyle and realities of economy. I started
my journey with the PS through my mentor Professor
Noddy Jinabhai who also has instilled sustainable
understandings of liveable standards. 

PS is a great initiative to give back to the local people
and educate them on the primitive ways which made
life easier to live than the demanding and insecure
life we live in today. 

I believe that the PS has changed my life to look back
at why people lived the way they lived back in the day
and why it is important to maintain and incorporate
those methods in our current lives.

BUNNY BOOLA THAGEN ANUMANTHOO

Voices from those who were unable to join the in person sessions of the 120th
anniversary of the Phoenix Settlement. 

Phoenix Settlement is the abode of Mahatma
Gandhi's teachings. It's where Gandhi's ideology is
put into practice. The serenity and calm atmosphere
there takes everybody closer to Mahatma. 

Phoenix Settlement is an inspirational ground to carry
out his vision and mission. 

DR BALAN



I wholeheartedly support the Phoenix Settlement in
Durban, a place that has played a significant role in
shaping my values and inspiring me to fight against
injustices in our country. This sacred space, founded
by Mahatma Gandhi, taught me the power of non-
violence, inclusion, and compassion. My early days
as an activist were nurtured within these walls, and I
will always cherish the lessons learned and memories
made here.

The Phoenix Settlement has always been a beacon
of hope and unity, bridging communities and fostering
a sense of belonging. As we move forward, it's
essential that this iconic centre continues to be a
driving force in advocating for the rights of the local
community. Every individual deserves access to
decent human settlements, jobs, clean water,
sanitation, quality education, and energy security.

I urge everyone to join me in supporting the Phoenix
Settlement's mission to remain a vibrant learning
centre and tourism node, inspiring visitors and future
generations to embrace the values of justice,
equality, and peace. Together, let us preserve the
legacy of this incredible place and ensure it’s
continued impact for years to come.

ERIC APELGREN

SUERAJ MAHARAJ: 

My grandfather was the president of Jigya Sabha which
was founded by the great Mahatma Gandhi. 2nd from left is
my late grandfather Matabadal Bedesi Maharaj sitting next
to Gandhi. I am his grandson.

Thank you to Ela, her family, and all the organizations and
people that have supported the settlement over the years.
Our collective support is required now more than ever due
to the challenges that our city and global village is facing.

Gandhi 150 Club 
Unlock the Power of Peace: 
Donate and become a friend of the Phoenix
Settlement Today!
www.phoenixsettlement.co.za

https://www.phoenixsettlement.co.za/new/#club150


One of my strongest memories is being with you
(Asha Ramgobin) and a group of people with the
Dalai Lama when he visited Phoenix Settlement
probably in about 1998. The Dalai Lama spoke as he
walked that day about how much it meant to him to
be on the ground where Gandhi lived, walked and
taught. 

I also have warm memories of celebrating with all the
participants at the Global Alliance for Justice
Education (GAJE) in 2002 at a wonderful event for
the group at the Phoenix Settlement. Delegates from
all over the world spoke of how special it was to be at
the place where Gandhi lived and to learn more about
the history of South Africa. .

I also appreciate so much your mom (Ela Gandhi),
taking the time to give special tours of the Settlement
to friends and family visiting from the U.S and how all
of them (Elena, Sam, Helen, Susie and others) said
their time with Ela at the Settlement was the most
memorable time of their trip.

PROF PEGGY MAISEL



WILLIAM HARVEY

I wrote a violin concerto - Seven Decisions of Gandhi  
- inspired by Gandhi after a beautiful and inspiring
meeting with Ela Gandhi at Phoenix, exactly 6 years
ago today. Here is a story about the piece: the story
begins with an excerpt of the movement about
Phoenix, and continues with interviews with myself
and Ms. Gandhi. I hope that the piece inspires people
through music to remember and live out the principles
with which Gandhi lived his life. 

Watch on the YouTube Channel: StateoftheArtsNJ

HERSHEELA NARSEE

I have fond memories of the Phoenix Settlement. It
was truly a "nursery," as Uma aptly describes. I am a
product of the Settlement, as was the Natal
Organisation of Women, which emerged from the
short-lived Durban Women's Group. 

The Phoenix Settlement provided a politically safe
space for meetings of the Durban Women's Group in
the early 1980s, inspired by luminaries like Ela
Gandhi, Nasima Badsha, Shameem Meer, Sheila
Jalobe, and Jenny Noel. 

Today, I celebrate the 120th anniversary of the
Phoenix Settlement with you, even though I cannot
be there in person. In response to Saleem Badat's
question about the future of the Phoenix Settlement,
Saleem, I am most optimistic. These few days of
celebration are a testimony to its resilience. 

The government's recognition of the Settlement as a
National Heritage Site a few years ago has made it
an attractive tourist destination; however, much more
work remains to be done. 

Thanks to Ela's tireless efforts, the Phoenix
Settlement is now a hub of activities focused mainly
on the local community. 

As an advisor to the Phoenix Settlement, I encourage
you all to join the Phoenix Settlement 150 Club on its
website.

FATHER THOMAS

In the motion picture of the life of Gandhi, there is a
scene in which a Hindu father whose child has been
killed by a Muslim comes to Gandhi in great grief and
remorse. Out of a sense of retribution he has killed a
Muslim child. He now kneels before Gandhi asking
how he can get over his guilt and regret. Gandhi, who
is gravely ill, tells the man that he must go and adopt
a boy and raise him as his very own son. That
request seems reasonable but then comes a
requirement: In order to find inner peace, the Hindu
man must raise the boy to be a Muslim.
Overwhelmed at the inconceivable thought of raising
a son as a Muslim, the man leaves Gandhi’s room in
total disarray. 

Later, however, he returns and again kneels beside
Gandhi’s bed. He now understands. He must take the
hostility from his heart and replace it with love. That
kind of forgiveness is more than passive resignation
to a bad situation. By the grace of God we can use
forgiveness as a positive, creative force bringing light
into a darkened world.

BISHOP VERRYN

A place of healing for the broken, the fearful and the
traumatized. A place of respect for human dignity and
creation. A safe space to organize against oppression
and violence. An oasis located amongst the poor and
therefore a witness to hope.

https://youtube.com/watch?v=v7XrKr3Yq1A&si=AZYLVjIo2rIhgKae


DR PRAKASAN PUTHIYETTI

Upon arriving in Phoenix for the first time in October
2022, I felt a sense of reverence as I visited one of
Mahatma Gandhi's earliest labs. Having learned
about the father of the nation since my school days,
this experience felt akin to a sacred pilgrimage. The
highlight of my journey was meeting and spending
time with Gandhi's granddaughter, Ela Gandhi, and
her daughter, Asha, a truly invaluable and sacred
experience that I will treasure forever.

It is beyond doubt that leaders like Mahatma Gandhi
were beacons of light in society, who were the source
of exemplary inspiration for several generations. They
enlightened the countrymen and were ahead of the
time in applying their wisdom.

Gandhi’s first ashram in South Africa, Phoenix is still
sending messages of Gandhi across the globe and
influencing thousands to live in Gandhian ways.

Phoenix Settlement is a symbol of shared struggle
against oppression.

PROF NGUBANE

BETH VICKERS

Phoenix Settlement is filled with peace and serenity. I
am at ease there amongst the foundational principles
of peace and love for all. It reflects the very best of
Ubuntu... I am because you are. A great value that in
today's world appears to be dissipating, as man has
become too individualistic, selfish and angry. So,
Phoenix Settlement gives me lots of hope for peace,
love, and caring for fellow human beings being
revitalized with absolute sincerity and genuineness.

MUHAMMAD MASOOM BAGDADI

On the occasion of the 155th birthday anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi we wish to acknowledge
Gandhiji’s struggle and commitment to non-violence
and good values. 

The Phoenix Settlement has served as a beacon of
light and hope for the community surrounding it
throughout the dark days of oppression. With the
advent of democracy, the centre has played a pivotal
role in facilitating skills development and establishing
a health centre which benefits the community. This
will ensure that those benefitting from these facilities
will uplift themselves as well as the communities they
serve. It is our fervent prayer that Gandhiji's mission
and vision of non-violence, empowerment of the
communities and ethics continue to be a beacon of
light and hope for generations to come.

KOOGEN PILLAY

The Phoenix Settlement is a site of historical struggle
and sacrifice, led by Gandhi to free SA, India and the
world of the prejudice of colonial and apartheid
discrimination, exploitation and exclusion. Together
with Mandela and King, the GMK trio, epitomise the
moral and ethical compass the world desperately
needs now, given the multiple crises, currently
confronting us.



FATHER RONSON

Gandhiji is not just a name but an emotion to many
Indian citizens like me. He is indeed a MAHATMA
(maha- great, atma- soul) for whom the welfare of the
nation and the wellbeing of its citizens came above
everything else, even of his own.

Today's generation unfortunately remembers him
only because his pictures are on India's currency
notes and certain social media have left no stone
unturned to tarnish Gandhiji's image and legacy. But
he was someone who firmly rooted his struggle for
racial equality and independence from unfair slavery
based on the teachings of Jesus, predominantly non
violence. 

He remains for me an epitome of self sacrifice,
peace, fraternity and nation building

MS POPSY PILLAY

Hope, resilience, a piece of haven- that is what I see
and feel when I step into the Phoenix Settlement. The
first time, I came with a school group tour - looking at
the photographs depicting a slice of history, the
heirlooms, walking into the spaces that Gandhiji
walked, it was an out of body experience. I kept on
coming back. A beacon of hope that attracts the
community members to seek solace when in need. 

We need to preserve this and ensure this becomes a
hub of self-sufficiency that seeps out to the
community so that it becomes a work that echoes the
message that if people are equipped with skills to
take care of themselves, their pleas for a handout
would diminish - instead it would resonate with the
buzz of all people holding up the hive on their own.
I will continue to come to the Phoenix Settlement and
continue in whatever small way that I can to
contribute to this project. 

So often people speak of Utopia as being but an
attempt to grasp at wisps of smoke, but hard work
builds dreams that can translate into reality.

CHRISTIAN BARTOLF

Gandhi's conscientious search for Truth on the Path
of Ahimsa and his emancipatory concept of
Satyagraha have inspired generations of world
citizens to strive for Ecology, Equality, Freedom,
Human Rights, Justice, Peace and a World
Federation. 

"Satyagraha in South Africa", his first autobiography
(written in 1923 and 1924), "Indian Opinion" (1903-
1961), Phoenix Settlement and Tolstoy Farm and
"Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule" (written in 1909)
should be considered as World Heritage.



RIAD HUSSAIN

For me, Phoenix Settlement is the most peaceful
meeting place for people from different social and
cultural backgrounds. A piece of hope that we can
catch from the private glimpses of Gandhi's life,
which helps us to realise what it means to live and
strive for freedom. And the passion and effort it
requires. The passion that is increasingly being
forgotten today. The place helps us to walk, if only a
few steps, on its path and to remember what is
important in life.

YUNUS CARRIM

The Phoenix Settlement is an important part of our
country’s history and heritage. And its significance
and principles and values are more relevant to our
country than ever before, especially with our
increasing class, racial, ethnic, religious and other
social divisions.

Phoenix Settlement and what it represents is a
reminder to us of how far we in the Congress
movement have strayed from our traditional principles
and values. And to find our path again, we have to
draw on Mahatma Gandhi and the Phoenix
Settlement among other lodestars.

Among the valuable lessons are the need to
significantly reduce the inequalities between the
“haves” and “have nots”. Without that, our hard-
fought for democracy will fail. We also must end
discrimination between people of different races,
ethnic groups and religions and work together in our
common national interests.

In these times of avarice and ostentation, we need to
live simpler lives with less. Especially with the sea of
poverty we are surrounded by. 

DR PINGLA UDIT 

As a historical site of resistance, the Phoenix
Settlement engages and weaves generational
discourses on peace and justice to enlighten future
generations!!! 

Gandhi 150 Club 
Unlock the Power of Peace: 
Donate and become a friend of the Phoenix
Settlement Today!
www.phoenixsettlement.co.za

https://www.phoenixsettlement.co.za/new/#club150

