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8.2% of the world’s population lives with chronic hunger. 29% of the global population is food
insecure. And yet the world wastes 40% of the food it produces.: Although cropland has
increased over the past decade, per capita agricultural land has decreased. 33% of soils are
degraded, threatening both productivity and ecosystem health. The average age of farmers
worldwide is between 55 and 60 years. As the President of the World Farmers’ Association
recently told the World Economic Forum: “the world urgently needs more young farmers.”-

Recognising these interrelated crises, the Temple of Understanding, through its Eco-Justice
for All programme, is bringing together a geographically diverse group of young farmers and
agripreneurs. The goal is to reflect, honestly and openly, on the challenges they face and to
share with a wider audience the innovations they have created or adopted in order to flourish.
This webinar asks whether our panelists share a purpose, and whether they have developed a
language for sharing and teaching that purpose to others.

The Temple of Understanding hopes to foreground the values that underlie what Vanessa
Andreotti has called an “affinity of inquiry”, a term coined for an r3.0 working group on Re-
patterning for Just Transitions to Regenerative Economics and Cultures.: Using the idea of
affinity as intentional community making and future making, this webinar probes whether a
shared purpose can sustain those working toward transformation in the global food system.

If regenerative agriculture is a goal, how do we follow Buckminster Fuller’s challenge: “You
never change things by fighting the existing reality. To change something, build a new
model that makes the existing model obsolete.” Four companies, known as the “ABCD”
companies, control 90% of the global grain trade and dominate significant parts of the food
processing chain. Corporate consolidation leads to higher food prices for consumers and
lower prices paid to farmers. Efforts to relocalise farming and food distribution, and to
promote organic, syntropic, or permaculture farming techniques, have frequently been met
with resistance. There are also successful co-optations of language. Think “organic,”
“sustainability,” or “regenerative”, where standards and meanings have been diluted or
redefined.

The current global food system does not work well for humans or for the rest of nature.
Redesigning more just, equitable and sustainable food systems will require hope, courage and
discipline. Nurturing relationships across boundaries and discovering an affinity with one
another in seeking solutions will forge the intentional communities that can sustain the vital
transformations needed in how we grow, share and value food.



Register to Attend
uso6bweb.zoom.us/webinar/register

templeofunderstanding.org/vouth-land-and-the-future-of-food

Notes

* Approximately 1.05 to 1.3 billion tonnes of food are wasted or lost annually, accounting for nearly one third to
40% of all food produced globally. This waste generates roughly 8 to 10% of global greenhouse gas emissions.

2 weforum.org: The world urgently needs more young farmers (2025)

3 “Affinity of Inquiry is the creation of experimental and experiential spaces where we can hold questions
differently and support each other in a continuous learning and unlearning collaborative inquiry process.”

Vanessa Andreotti, r3.0 working group on Re-patterning for Just Transitions to Regenerative Economics and
Cultures.
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